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Testing the Condition of  Your Soul

The Apostle John writes to Gaius



Testing the Condition of  Your Soul

Structure of 1st Century Letters
Greeting
Prayer
Body
Final Greeting



Testing the Condition of  Your Soul

GREETING

Roman abbreviation using Latin letters
S V B E E V  (si uales, bene est: ego ualeo,)

“If you are well, that is good, I am well.”





Testing the Condition of  Your Soul

Beloved – used 4 times in the epistle

I Pray – Asking God to provide



Testing the Condition of  Your Soul

Asking God to provide:

Material Blessings
…that you may prosper in all things…

Why?  



Testing the Condition of  Your Soul

Asking God to provide:

To what measure – How Much?
…just as your soul prospers…



Testing the Condition of  Your Soul

Asking God to provide:

Physical Blessings
…and be in health…

Why?  Gaius helping missionaries John sent
3 John 1:5‐8



Testing the Condition of  Your Soul

Soul’s condition to equal 
material wealth and physical health?

If that were a measure for you today would you be ready to run 
to help those serving the Lord by going out or would you be 
hoping you could get on government help in the hospital?



Testing the Condition 
of Your Soul

3 John 1:2



Why This Tree?




