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Lessons:
From the Life of King David Pt. 3



1 Samuel 

God’s Book of Contrast



Facing Problems – A Contrast

1 Samuel 18-2



David of Bethlehem
A Shepherd

A Musician

A Warrior

A Fugitive  
1 Samuel 21:1-29:11     10 years



“Saul has slain his thousands,  and David his ten thousands”
1 Samuel 18:7

The Back Story



Anointed as King – Given a new heart by God

Rejected God’s Ways – Governed by personal choice

Rejected by God as King



1 Samuel 16:18

Anointed by 
Samuel as next 
King of Israel



Facing Overwhelming Odds
1 Samuel 17 Battle Site
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1 Samuel 17





Saul’s jealousy and anger
Then Saul was very angry, 
and the saying displeased 

him; and he said, 
“They have ascribed to 

David ten thousands, and to 
me they have ascribed only 
thousands. Now what more 

can he have but the 
kingdom?” So Saul eyed 

David from that day forward
1 Samuel 18:18-19 



…and the Lord was with him

1 Samuel 18:12



Saul’s jealousy and anger
Sent him into battle with 

hopes Philistines would kill 
him

1 Samuel 18



Saul’s jealousy and anger

Threw spear at him twice

1 Samuel 18



Saul’s jealousy and anger

Sent assassins to kill him

1 Samuel 18



…and the Lord was with him

1 Samuel 18:14
1 Samuel 18:28



…David flees to Samuel at Ramah 

1 Samuel 19:18-24
The go to Naioth the 

prophets college

God’s supernatural 
protection of David
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CONTRAST



“Faith is living without scheming.”



“Faith is living without scheming.”

Scheming involves 

human plans 

without God’s involvement 

and often sinful activity.



…David flees to Jonathan

(Scheme – Lying)

1 Samuel 20:24-34



…David flees to Jonathan

(Scheme – Lying)

1 Samuel 20:35-42

Put Jonathan’s life in danger



“Faith is living without scheming.”

People who schemed and resulting consequences

1. Abraham and Sarah – (Ishmael)

2. Rebecca and Jacob – (Separation)

3. Joseph’s Brothers – (Hardships)



“Faith is living without scheming.”

Jesus never Schemed

He committed no sin, 

and no deceit was found in his mouth.

1 Peter 2:22



…David flees to Nob

1 Samuel 21:1-9

Scheme Lying to the 
High Priest
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…David flees to Nob 1 Samuel 22:6-23
Consequences
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…David flees to Nob
1 Samuel 22:18-19

Consequences

So Doeg the Edomite turned and struck the priests, and killed on 
that day eighty-five men who wore a linen ephod. Also Nob, the city 
of the priests, he struck with the edge of the sword, both men and 

women, children and nursing infants, oxen and donkeys and 
sheep—with the edge of the sword.



…David flees to Gath

1 Samuel 21:10-15



“Faith is living without scheming.”



David’s Psalm 56:1-2

A Michtam of David when the Philistines captured him in Gath.

Be merciful to me, O God, for man would swallow me up;
Fighting all day he oppresses me.

My enemies would hound me all day,
For there are many who fight against me, O Most High.





David’s Psalm 56:9-11
When I cry out to You,

Then my enemies will turn back;
This I know, because God is for me.

In God (I will praise His word),
In the Lord (I will praise His word),

In God I have put my trust;
I will not be afraid.

What can man do to me



Lessons

1. When difficulties arise always go to the Lord to 

follow His ways

“The arm of flesh will fail you,

You dare not trust your own”

Onward Christian Soldiers



Lessons

2.  Human schemes always have consequences

“You shall not temp the Lord your God”

Matthew 4:7  (Deuteronomy 6:16)



Lessons

3.  Watch out for having done right once does not 

assure you will do right next time



Lessons

4.  God’s way can always be trusted

For You have delivered my soul from death.
Have You not kept my feet from falling,

That I may walk before God
In the light of the living.

Psalm 56:13
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