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Looking at the 
Land

Sending of 12 Spies

Numbers 13



Numbers 13

Sending of the 12 Report of the 12 Joshua & Caleb Report





Majority Report
• Numbers 13:25‐33



Refusing the Promised 
Land

Numbers 14:36

So the men Moses had sent to explore the land, 
who returned and made the whole community grumble against him 

by spreading a bad report about it—
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Refusing the Promised 
Land

Numbers 13:30

Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, 
“Let us go up at once and take possession, 

for we are well able to overcome it.”



Refusing the Promised 
Land

Numbers 14:2‐4

If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this wilderness! 
Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? 

Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. 
Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt? 

And they said to each other, “We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”



Refusing the Promised 
Land

Numbers 14:6‐7

But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among 
those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes;

and they spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying: 
The land we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land.



Refusing the Promised 
Land

Numbers 14:8‐9

If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us, 
‘a land which flows with milk and honey.’

Only do not rebel against the LORD, nor fear the people of the land, 
for they are our bread; their protection has departed from them, 

and the LORD is with us. Do not fear them.”



Refusing the Promised 
Land

Numbers 14:27‐31

… I have heard the complaints of these grumbling Israelites. As surely as I live, 
declares the LORD, I will do to you the very thing I heard you say: 

Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted hand to make your home, 
except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 

As for your children that you said would be taken as plunder, 
I will bring them in to enjoy the land you have rejected. 



How did Caleb 
stand against 
the majority?

By Faith in 
The LORD



Formative 
Years

Born as a slave in Egypt



Caleb survived the years of bondage



To Abraham, Four Centuries Earlier
God had promised – Genesis 15:13‐16 

Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly that your descendants will be 
strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict 
them four hundred years. And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; 
afterward they shall come out with great possessions. Now as for you, you 
shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age.

But in the fourth generation they shall return here, 
for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”



Adult 
Years

Cry for a deliverer

Appearance of Moses

Battle of the Gods

Deliverance  Out of Egypt



Adult 
Years

Rescue through Red Sea



Red Sea

Exodus 14: 11‐12

Red Sea

Exodus 14: 11‐12

Murmuring of People
Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to 
die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt?...It would have been 
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!

But Caleb saw:
God’s Sovereignty



Bitter Water

Exodus 15:23‐24

Bitter Water

Exodus 15:23‐24

Murmuring of People 
When they came to Marah, they could not drink its water because it was bitter. 

So the people grumbled against Moses, saying, “What are we to drink?”

But Caleb saw:
God’s Protection



Manna

Exodus 16:2

Manna

Exodus 16:2

Murmuring of People 
If only we had died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt! 

There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but 
you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.

But Caleb saw:
God’s Provision



No Water

Exodus 17:1‐3

No Water

Exodus 17:1‐3

Murmuring of People 
They camped at Rephidim,

but there was no water for the people to drink. 
So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink”…

But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. 

But Caleb saw:
God’s Guidance



No Water

Exodus 17:1‐3

No Water

Exodus 17:1‐3



The Year in the Wilderness

10 Commandments God’s Presence



Test of Faith

Caleb was A Leader of Judah 

He was one of the 12 Spies



How did Caleb 
stand against 
the majority?

By Faith in 
The LORD



Caleb

He was a brave man among cowards

He was an assured man among sceptics



Caleb’s Contemporaries

It was not the great walled cities 
nor the great height of the giants 

that kept the people from taking their inheritance in the land.  
It was their own poor relationship to the Lord 

that brought this disaster. 



The 10 spies saw themselves 
in relationship to their enemies.  

Their chief concern was their safety.  

Caleb’s Contemporaries



Caleb and Joshua saw themselves 
in relationship to their God.  

Their chief concern was following His commands.  

Caleb & Joshua



Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted 
hand to make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh

and Joshua son of Nun. As for your children that you said 
would be taken as plunder, I will bring them in to enjoy 

the land you have rejected. 
Numbers 14:30-31

Caleb’s Contemporaries



40 Years – 1 Year for each of 40 Days



Mature Years

Still Trusting the Lord

Joshua14:6‐14



Still Trusting the Lord

Joshua 15:13‐14



Caleb is an example of a man 

who 

walked in faith

We can learn from him

For whatever things were 
written before 
were written 

for our learning, 
that we through the 

patience and comfort 
of the Scriptures 
might have hope.

Romans 15:4



Caleb
But My servant Caleb, 

because he has a different spirit in him and 

has followed Me fully, 

I will bring into the land 

where he went, 

and his descendants shall inherit it.  Numbers 

14:24
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Caleb
But My servant Caleb, 

because he has a different spirit in him and 

has followed Me fully, 

I will bring into the land 

where he went, 

and his descendants shall inherit it.  Numbers 
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Caleb
But My servant Caleb, 

because he has a different spirit in him and 

has followed Me fully, 

I will bring into the land 

where he went, 

and his descendants shall inherit it.  Numbers 

14:24

Lessons



Caleb
…has a different spirit in him

Stood out as different

….followed Me fully

Completely surrendered to the Lord

Lessons



Caleb
That spared him from‐Discouragement

Lessons

…but I wholly followed the LORD my 
God. So Moses swore on that day, saying, 

‘Surely the land where your foot has 
trodden shall be your inheritance and your 

children’s forever, because you have 
wholly followed the LORD my God.’

Joshua 14:8‐9



Caleb
That spared him from‐Death

Lessons

And now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive, as 
He said, these forty‐five years, ever since 

the LORD spoke this word to Moses while Israel 
wandered in the wilderness; and now, here I am 

this day, eighty‐five years old. As yet I am 
as strong this day as on the day that Moses sent 
me; just as my strength was then, so now is my 

strength for war….
Joshua 14:10‐11



Caleb
That spared him from‐Disbelief

Lessons

Now therefore, give me this mountain of 
which the LORD spoke in that day; for you 

heard in that day how the Anakim were there, 
and that the cities were great and fortified. It 
may be that the LORD will be with me, and I 

shall be able to drive them out as the 
LORD said.

Joshua 14:12



Caleb
His Faith and walk with the Lord

spared him from: 

Discouragement

Death

Disbelief
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Caleb
He had a different spirit

He followed fully

That is a person of faith

Lessons





The just shall live by faith.

Habakkuk 2:4

Romans 1:17

Galatians 3:11

Hebrews 10:38



Faith Mighty Faith

Faith, might faith the promise sees

And looks to God alone

Laughs at impossibilities and cries it shall be done.

And cries it shall, it shall be done

And cries it shall, it shall be done

Laughs at impossibilities

And cries it shall be done



Caleb
…has a different spirit in him

….followed Me fully

Caleb lived by faith  ‐ Are You?
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