


Temptation to Revenge

Lessons:
From the Life of King David Pt. 6



Anger

When you  lose your temper you really lose 
something else…the ability to think sanely and 

make balanced decisions.



Anger

Anger is a wind 
which blows out the light 

of the mind.



Anger

“I  lose my temper but it is all over in a minute.”
So is a nuclear blast… 

but think of the damage it produced.



Anger & A Temptation to Revenge

1 Samuel 25



David of Bethlehem

A Shepherd

A Musician

A Warrior



David as Fugitive

Saul sees David as his mortal enemy

10 Years as most sought man in Israel



The Back Story

“Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, who sent you this day to 
meet me! And blessed is your advice and blessed are you, 

because you have kept me this day from coming to bloodshed 
and from avenging myself with my own hand..”

1 Samuel 25:32-33



Searched for David with his military force

Obsessed with jealously



David has spared his life
1 Samuel 24

Cutting his robe rather than 
killing him when he had the 

opportunity



1 Samuel 24:10, 15

I will not stretch out my hand against my lord, 

for he is the Lord’s anointed

Therefore let the Lord be judge, and judge 

between you and me, and see and plead my 

case, and deliver me out of your hand.



1 Samuel 25



Samuel Dies
1 Samuel 25:1

Last of Judges

First of Prophets



Samuel Dies
1 Samuel 25:1

All Israel goes to 

his funeral





The Rich Fool
1 Samuel 25:2-44

Nabal

“Foolish”



The Rich Fool
1 Samuel 25:2

House of Caleb

Business in Carmel

Wealthy 
(3000 Sheep & 1000 Goats)



Nabal and Abagail
1 Samuel 25:3

Harsh

Evil in Doings
Good Understanding

Beautiful



The Rich Fool
1 Samuel 25:4-9

David’s Protection

& 

Request



The Rich Fool
1 Samuel 25:10-11

Rejection in harsh terms

Who is David – Runaway Slave

Shall I then take my bread and my water and my meat 
that I have killed for my shearers, and give it to men 

when I do not know where they are from?



The Rich Fool
1 Samuel 25:10-11

Rejection in harsh terms

Who is David – Runaway Slave

Shall I then take my bread and my water and my meat 
that I have killed for my shearers, and give it to men 

when I do not know where they are from?



The Rich Fool
1 Samuel 25:14-17

Abagail told of husband’s insults

Now therefore, know and consider what you will do, 
for harm is determined against our master 

and against all his household. 

For he is such a scoundrel that one cannot speak to him.



The Rich Fool
1 Samuel 25:13

David is moved to Anger

Then David said to his men, 
“Every man gird on his sword.”



The Rich Fool
1 Samuel 25:21-22

David is moved to Anger

Now David had said, 
“Surely in vain I have protected all that this fellow has in 

the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that 
belongs to him. And he has repaid me evil for good. 

May God do so, and more also, to the enemies of David, 
if I leave one male of all who belong to him 

by morning light.”



Choices
1 Samuel 25

Return Evil for Good
(Nabal)

Return Evil for Evil
(David)

Overcome Evil with Good
(Abagail)



The Wise Woman
1 Samuel 25:18-20

Abagail takes supplies to David

200 loaves of bread, 
two skins of wine, 

five butchered sheep, 
five measures of roasted grain, 

100 bunches of raisins, 
and 200 fig cakes 



The Wise Woman
1 Samuel 25:14-17

Abagail meets David as he heads to the slaughter

1.  Reminds David of Nabal’s nature
1 Samuel 25:23-25

2.  Reminds David that he is doing the Lord’s work
1 Samuel 25:26-29



The Wise Woman
1 Samuel 25:14-17

Abagail meets David as he heads to the slaughter

3.  Suggests that he would not like this evil on his record 
in the future when he is King

1 Samuel 25:30-31

It would give Saul reason for going after David

It was too harsh of a response for insult by words and deed



The Rebuked 
1 Samuel 25:32-34

David listens to Abagail

“Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, who sent you this day 
to meet me!  And blessed is your advice and blessed are 
you, because you have kept me this day from coming to 
bloodshed and from avenging myself with my own hand. 
For indeed, as the Lord God of Israel lives, who has kept 
me back from hurting you, unless you had hurried and 

come to meet me, surely by morning light no males 
would have been left to Nabal!”



The Rich Fool
1 Samuel 25:36-38

Abigail tells Nabal

Drunk at feast

Tells next day

…his heart died within him, and he became like a stone.

…after about ten days, that the Lord struck Nabal, 
and he died.



The Rich Fool
1 Samuel 25:39

David hears about Nabal

Blessed be the Lord, who has pleaded the cause of my 
reproach from the hand of Nabal, and has kept His 

servant from evil! For the Lord has returned the 
wickedness of Nabal on his own head.



The Rich Fool
1 Samuel 25:39-42

David takes Abagail as his wife

So Abigail rose in haste and rode on a donkey, attended 
by five of her maidens; and she followed 

the messengers of David, and became his wife.

“And David sent and proposed 
to Abigail, to take her as his wife.



Lessons

1.  Satan will tempt us in the areas of victory

David had not taken revenge on Saul

Therefore let him who thinks he stands 

take heed lest he fall.

1 Corinthians 10:12



Lessons

2.  Do not be quick to ‘loose’ your temper

David reacted immediately

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: 

…outbursts of wrath…

Galatians 5:20



Lessons

3.  Do not make decisions quickly when angry

David acted when he first heard the news

Be angry, and do not sin

Ephesians 4:26



Lessons

4.  Do not take matters into your own hands

Take them to the Lord

Repay no one evil for evil.

Romans 12:17



Lessons
4.  Do not take matters into your own hands

If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably 

with all men. Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but 

rather give place to wrath; for it is written, 

“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 

Romans 12:18-19



Lessons
4.  Do not take matters into your own hands

Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him;

If he is thirsty, give him a drink;

For in so doing you will heap coals of f ire on his head.”

Romans 12:19



Lessons
4.  Do not take matters into your own hands

Do not be overcome by evil, 

but overcome evil with good.

Romans 12:21



Lessons

5.  When confronting a brother or sister

Remind them of the true nature of the attack

Remind them of the efforts to act in Kingdom ways

Remind of future regret for improper actions



Lessons
5.  When confronting a brother or sister

A soft answer turns away wrath,

But a harsh word stirs up anger.

Proverbs 15:1
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